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Gloucestershire Chapels. It is not that, being al
Churchman, perhaps a rather bigoted Churchman, *
myself need have held me back. I felt the funda-
mental community of spirit so much more strongly
than the divergences of form that I have always
suspected since that the obstacles to Christian re-
union are not primarily religious. In self-defence too
I can always tell myself that these people were my
friends, that I admired them and wanted to know
them better and that all this would have been so,
even if I had not been a political candidate. The fact
remains that a political candidate cannot appear
anywhere without potentially influencing votes, and
if he enters the pulpit he is necessarily prostituting
the pulpit to the platform. Indeed one of the most
obvious needs of the Labour Party in those.days was
to win the confidence, and break down the long
Liberal tradition, of the Chapels, and I have no
doubt that my connection with them, such as it was,
was of great service to my Party. Nevertheless, I am
clear now that, though it is perfectly legitimate for
a politician to figure at a British Legion, or a Cricket
Club, festival, partly no doubt because he enjoys
them, but partly also because he wishes, for political
advantage, to become known to the company there,
it is not legitimate with similar motives to figure at
a religious service. I am glad that I did, for I learnt
much. But I am ashamed too.

Beyond the steadily extending circle of our friends,
we had a vast and growing number of acquaintances..
With every meeting, with every bazaar and fete,
there were more of them. When, six months later,
one met them again, one would have liked to be sure